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1. Review of Lesson #4 

o Debt sentences you to a lower standard of living in the future 
o Minimum payment on $6,371 CC debt requires 21.5 years to pay off & $24,238 in interest 
o You cannot borrow your way to prosperity 
o Believers repay their loans. 
o Whenever you borrow money for any reason; there must be a guaranteed way to pay it back. 
o Do not remain in debt when it is in your power to pay it back. 
o Debt creates bondage. 
o We are not to become collateral for someone else’s debt. 
o It is a good thing in the eyes of the Lord for us to enjoy the fruit of our labor 
o A consumptive lifestyle is spending more than what you earn (less tithe & savings). 
o To support a consumptive lifestyle we: 

 Use fraud and theft 
 Steal from the Lord 
 Go into unsecured debt 

o The desire to spend even to the point of using debt or stealing from the Lord or from others 
comes from our corrupt sinful nature. 

o The solution to the problem of sin is Christ. We should rely on the Holy Spirit to walk in 
righteousness in all areas of our life – including the handling of our finances. 

 
2. Giving to the Lord  

o What Scripture says 
 Matthew 23:23; Mark 12:41-44  

o Who tithes in the United States? 
 General population 
 Religious groups 
 Political groups (12% of Conservatives & less than 1% of Liberals) 

o 38% of donors believe they tithe but only 4% actually do tithe (perception is not reality) 
 

3. Giving to the Poor  
o Matthew 25:37-40 Proverbs 14:2  Proverbs 28:27 Galatians 2:9-10  
o From these Scriptures we can conclude the following: 

 The Lord expects us (Believers) to feed the hungry, give drink to those who thirst & 
clothe the naked 

 The Lord will bless those who are generous to the poor. 
 Scripture is replete with admonitions about helping the poor. 

o How many “poor” do we have in America? (1 in 9 are “living in poverty” as defined by the 
government) 
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o A description of the American poor (as per the 2010 census) 
 Numerous material possessions, ample food, housing & health care 
 Per a 1990 JAMA publication: 

o There are 309,000-582,000 deaths per year in the US associated with an 
unhealthy diet & exercise pattern 

o There are 300,000 deaths each year in the US due to obesity 
o A severe shortage of food in the US does not appear to be the major problem. 

 The average American poor person is far from affluent, but his lifestyle is far from the 
images of stark deprivation purveyed equally by advocacy groups and the media. 

 
o Be careful how you help the poor – four Scriptural principles 

 Principle #1: The Lord requires even the poor (who are able) to work to provide for 
their basic needs. 

o Leviticus 19:9-10  
 Principle #2: Children & grandchildren are responsible for the needs of their widowed 

mother. 
o I Timothy 5: 3-8 I Timothy 5:16  

 Principle #3:  If anyone is not willing to work, neither shall he eat. 
o II Thessalonians 3:10-12  Proverbs 20:4  Proverbs 20:30  

 
Per SNAP recipient data: 

o 80% of recipients are able bodied but don’t work, have NO small children in 
the home nor are caring for an elderly adult. 

o Half a million recipients applied twice under the same name & are receiving 
double benefits. 

o 186,000 recipients are deceased! 
 

Eight characteristics of a sluggard (per Jim Newheiser): 
1. A sluggard loves rest & recreation 
2. The sluggard hates hard work 
3. The sluggard is proud 
4. The sluggard is a talker, not a worker 
5. The sluggard is full of excuses 
6. The sluggard procrastinates 
7. The sluggard is a destroyer 
8. The sluggard expects others to provide for him 

 
Don’t enable sluggards!!! 

 
 Principle #4:  Give without fanfare 

o Matthew 6:2-4 


