Personal Finances

Lesson #2: Creating Wealth (Work)
October 26, 2025

I. Review of Last Week’s Lesson ( #1)

o Most personal financial problems are the result of behavior that is not sinful, just stupid.
o Life is hard. It's harder when you're stupid.
o Wealth is the stuff we want & need.
o Wealth is created; There is not a finite amount of wealth
o Money is what we use to represent wealth
o Itisno sin to possess large amounts of wealth but it is a sin to covet the wealth of others
o We sin when we:
= set our hearts on wealth; fail to manage what the Lord has entrusted to us
o God owns it all & we are just stewards26372: Owners have rights; Stewards have

responsibilities
o Every spending decision is a spiritual decision

2. What is Work?
o Work is an activity involving mental or physical effort done in order to achieve a purpose or
result.

o Expenditure of energy alone is not work; If only energy is expended without accomplishing
anything, then NO WORK was done.
o What is the desired result of work? — the creation of wealth (the stuff we want & need)

3. Why Should We Work?

o Why should we ask the question?

o Generational Attitudes towards wealth/money
= The baby boomers (born between mid-1940’s -1960’s): money is earned
= The “X” generation (born between mid 1960’s-mid 1970s): take it or leave it
= The “Y” generation (Millennials born between 1980°s-early 2000’s): give it to me!
= The “Z” generation (born late 1990’s-about 2010): Money is earned

o Work spares us from three evils (need, vice & boredom)
= Need (I Thessalonians 4:11-12; Proverbs 12:11)
* Vice (I Timothy 5:11-15, Proverbs 31:10-31)
= Boredom (Ecclesiastes 3:9-12 & 2:11)

o WORK (and lots of it) is a sure cure for hard times (Ecclesiastes 11:6)

4. Idleness, Slackness & L.aziness
o Idleness (Proverbs 31:27; Il Thessalonians 3:6-7)
Slackness (Proverbs 10:4; Proverbs 18:9)
Laziness (Proverbs 15:19; Proverbs 21:25; Proverbs 22:13; Proverbs 10:26)
Some Practical wisdom: If you have two choices, choose the harder
Excellence, diligence & discipline
= Proverbs 22:29; Romans 12:10-12; I Corinthians 9:27
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5. Is Work the Curse or is it Cursed?

o Work is good for us (Genesis 2:8-15)
o Work is not the punishment for sin (Genesis 3: 17-19)

6. Glorifying God in our Work

o What is the chief end of man?
o Nine ways we can Glorify God in our work

1.
2.

3.

*®

Be just and honest in all your dealings with money (Proverbs 11:1)
Be prayerfully dependent upon God, pouring contempt on self-sufficiency
(I Thessalonians 4:17, Psalms 127:1)
Use the wages earned by your work to provide for and bless others. (1Timothy 5:8,
Ephesians 4:28)
Grow in your skill-set, work hard, and strive for excellence. (Proverbs 22:29, 14:23,
Matthew 5:16)
Exemplify love for your neighbor in how you interact with your colleagues. (1
Corinthians 16:14).
Plan ahead and sincerely preface future tasks with "if God wills." (Proverbs 24:27, James
4:13-15)
Be on time. (Exodus 20:15)
Work as unto the Lord and not unto men. (Colossians 3:23-24, 1 Peter 2:18)
Focus on the work you've been given (Proverbs 28:19); Some practical wisdom:
. Prioritize your tasks, Exercise regularly, Get a good night’s sleep

o Consider the work of creation (Genesis 1: 31)



