Other Religions: Christian Science

1. History of the movement
a. Founded by Mary Baker Eddy in 1800s following sickly childhood and apparently
mystical healing in her adulthood.
b. Eddy writes Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures - foundational text for
Christian Science - in 1875 claiming it is revival of early church teaching
c. In 1879, Eddy founds Church of Christ, Scientist
2. Theological positions
a. The Bible is infallible and God's word
Mary Baker Eddy’s writings were also divinely inspired
Mysticism - mind and intelligence are God
Non-Trinitarian, monotheistic
No Fall, misery, or death - Man reflects God, who is perfect, so man is perfect
Sickness and sin are merely illusions - doctors and medicines are to be avoided
Jesus is/was not God, did not atone for sin, and did not die on the cross.
h. Disciples were to emulate Jesus’ mind-over-matter victory over the cross.
3. Engaging with Christian Scientists
a. Focus on the reality of sin and misery - Ps 1, Matt 13:42 and 50, Rev 20:10, Luke, 3:17
b. Death of Jesus - John 19:30-35
c. Focus on the transcendence of God - Hebrews 1:3, John 1:1, Luke 12:2, Ex 3:14, Gen
11:7, Col 1:15, Isaiah 6:1-6
d. Point out the use of medicines and doctors by Eddy throughout her life
e. Point out the plagiarism used to make her work
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