
Other Religions: Islam

1. History of the movement
a. Muhammad is born in 570 in Mecca. At 25 marries a rich merchant woman.
b. Muhammad claims to be visited by the angel Gabriel who gave him the Qur’an starting 

in 610. Some given in Mecca, some later in Medina.
c. 622 Muhammad leaves Mecca after rejection and travels to Medina where he gains a 

following.
d. 629 Muhammed attacks and captures Mecca.
e. 632 Muhammed dies and various groups (Sunni and Shiite) form.
f. Islam developed and grew predominantly through murder and rape.

2. Theological positions
a. “There is one god Allah and Muhammed is his prophet” – basic belief of Islam.
b. Qur’an is inspired writing from Gabriel to Muhammed. Hadith is handed down “oral 

teachings” of Muhammed and other caliphs later put into form of law. Qur’an 
supersedes parts of Scripture not recognized by Muslims. Muslims recognize Law of 
Moses, Psalms of David and the Injil (alternate gospel of Jesus Christ).

c. Jesus is a prophet but not God and did not die on the cross but went into Heaven after a 
sinless life.

d. Five pillars of Islam: confession of faith, pray 5 times daily facing Mecca, 1/40th tithe, 
fasting during Ramadan, once per lifetime pilgrimage to Mecca.

e. Atonement for sins is by good works, repentance, and devotion to Allah. Allah’s choice 
determines whether you get into paradise.

f. Eternal punishment in Hell exists…maybe.
g. Significant differences in practical religion based on the specific group, how literally they 

take the Qur’an, who was supposed to succeed Muhammad, and how seriously they 
take the religion generally (all religions have apostates).

h. Jihad
i. Eschatology

3. Engaging with Muslims
a. Learn their actual positions. Islam has significant theological diversity, especially in 

America.
b. Muslims have real commitment to God’s justice, but no real concept of mercy. This is 

born out in the way they live.
c. Muslims have a need to understand real grace; show love to them and develop a real 

care for them.
d. Most Muslims are better than their religion.
e. The history (present and past) of Islam and its eschatology speak against it as a religion 

of peace and one promoting real morality.



Other Religions: Islam

Outline:

 Apologetic Framework
o Introduction
o Biblical apologetics 
o Structure of apologetic discussion 

 Particular Defenses
o Miracles
o Resurrection/historicity of the gospels
o OT Civil laws
o Rationality of the Trinity/Christ having 2 natures/existence of angels
o Problem of Evil
o Big Bang (or similar) & Creation
o Evolution & Man
o Authenticity of Scripture/Different methods of apologetics

 Understanding Other Religions
o Jehovah’s witnesses
o Mormonism
o Islam
o Christian Science
o Legalism and Antinomianism
o Deism and Prosperity Gospel
o Buddhism and Hinduism
o New Age


