
Other Religions: Jehovah’s witnesses

1. History of the movement
a. Founded by Charles Russell in 1870s, with periodicals in Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald 

of Christ’s Presence
b. 1881, Russell begins publishing the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society
c. 1913, Russell commits perjury regarding his education, knowledge of Greek and 

Hebrew, among other things.
d. 1913, Russell loses a libel suit over fraudulent “miracle wheat”
e. 1916, Russell dies and J. F. Rutherford takes control of the organization.
f. 1942, Rutherford dies and N.H. Knorr takes control.
g. Marked by extensive predictions of events that have all proven wrong.

2. Theological positions
a. Only their maligned Bible is the correct version

i. The Bible is infallible and has been infallibly preserved 
ii. Leaders created their “translation” to make the Bible agree with their theology

iii. The “translation” is supposedly translated from Greek and Hebrew, but is 
actually designed to just get JW theology through mistranslating.

b. The Watchtower, Scripture Studies, etc. have the “essence” of Scripture and infallibly 
interpret Scripture

c. Change as they are proven wrong. For example, 
i. Second coming

ii. Meaning of 144,000
d. Nature of Christ

i. First created being: “the Word is ‘a’ god” – false rendering of John 1:1
ii. Created as a spirit and then takes on form as human

iii. Resurrected as a spirit
e. Trinity is of Satanic origin; Spirit is just manifested power of God, the Father only is God
f. Hell is the physical grave; annihilation of unbelievers/demons at death/judgement

3. Engaging with JWs
a. Ordinary JWs

i. are intellectually in prison; they are not usually the fraudsters their leaders are
ii. have a handbook of responses to Christian objections

iii. have a persecution complex
b. Strategy

i. Don’t let them guide the conversation – you will spend hours going nowhere
ii. Don’t agree to individual statements too quickly

iii. Pull out your Bible and read the passages they quote – in context
iv. Point out failed predictions of JW leaders of the end of the Earth 

1. Russell – last days from 1799 – 1914 (when the world ends)
2. Rutherford – last days from 1914 – 1925 (when the world ends)
3. Lots of other world ending and altering prophecies that later needed 

“re-interpretation”.
v. Point out the fraudulent history of their leadership

vi. Direct them to Scripture (you can use theirs in some cases, but I would insist on 
actual Scripture)

1. Eternal punishment (Rom 5:12-21; Eccl 11:9, 12:5-7; Jer 20:11; Matt 
18:7-9, 25:44-46; 2 Thess 1:9; Dan 12:2; Luke 16:19-25)

2. Deity of Christ (John 1:1, Rom 9:5, Col 1:15-16, Heb1:3, John 8:58)
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