Apologetic Defenses: Evolution

1. The true nature of man:
a. Genesis 1-2: man
i. was made in perfection,
ii. originated with a historic Adam from whom Eve was made,
iii. is the culmination of all creation (1:25-26),
iv. has lordship over creation as God's steward (1:26-30; 2:15-20),
v. has moral culpability unlike the rest of creation and on behalf of creation (3:17-
19),
vi. is substantively dissimilar to other creatures (2:18-20).
b. Genesis 3: due to the Fall, man
i. has caused death and decay to fall upon all creation,
ii. has lost communion with God and is under the wrath and curse of God,
iii. is as a species failing along with the rest of creation,
iv. is still the steward of God over creation.
2 Evolution and the nature of man - skeptic’s questions:
a. Evolution
i. Requires extensive death prior to the Fall
ii. Requires extremely old Earth
iii. Scientifically very nuanced
iv. Believes that systems of species are on an upward, non-decaying, trajectory
b. Can Christianity be understood to agree with evolution?
c. Ifnot,
i. Can Christians account for real Adam and Eve in light of the scientific findings on
Evolution?
ii. Can Christians account for fossil record and scientific age of many long dead
organisms (many of which are many tens of thousands or millions of years old)?
iii. Why are so many animals exclusively carnivores with associated features?
d. Counterpoints:
i. Heavily rely on the presupposition-based arguments. Evidentiary arguments will
most likely lose sight of the actual point in question.
ii. Complexity of life - e.g. Hemoglobin, apoptosis, cell signaling
iii. Mutation as a method to achieve highly complex systems
iv. Correlation does not mean causation - elegant designer
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