Apologetic Defenses: Problem of Evil

1. Foundational arguments:

a.

b.

Rooted in a proper comprehension of
i. humility (last week),
ii. the pervasiveness of sin,
iii. the theology of God’s sovereignty (Rom 9, Job 38-42, Eph 1-2, etc.),
1. You do not know what will be after you and how things will resolve
2. God operates on generational time scales (Heb 11)
3. Evil is ultimately dealt with fully and finally
4. No one has authority to challenge how God has made us, with capacity
for sin.
iv. Eschatology.
This topic is defended very well in Ecclesiastes (see weeks 2 and 3 of this course, Eccl
3:16-4:3, 5:8-9, 7:1-14, 7:25-26, 8:10-17, 11:9, Roman 5:1-5).

2. Skeptics Arguments:

a.
b.

o

Why do bad things happen to good people?

Why is everything not good? God could have made it that way, and God can make it that
way now?

| am okay believing a pagan god because at least they are honest about who they are.
Why are Christians so nasty?

If Christianity makes you good, why have Christians fought so many religious wars?
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