
Apologetic Framework: Structure of apologetic discussion
1. Summary of last week
2. For each issue:

a. Identify value of engagement (most individual issues should be ignored in many 
conversations).

b. Distill core point
i. What theological truth is being approached? Is a counterview being made?

ii. Respond biblically
1. As able: you can plead for time
2. Show internal coherence, if challenged
3. Show evidentiary coherence, if challenged

iii. If you are able: add extra evidence

c. Counterpoint
i. Examine your friend’s thinking – what are their core presuppositions?

ii. Evaluate internal contradictions (two presuppositions which conflict)
iii. Evaluate external contradictions (presuppositions cannot lead to observed 

reality).

Apologetic Defenses: Miracles

1. General principles
a. Definition of miracles: A selective alteration of God’s ordinary providences for a 

theological purpose.
b. Laws of nature are built upon God’s decrees (Gen 1, 1 Kings 17-18, Gen 41, Job 38, John 

1)
c. Argument against miracles takes the form “the miracle cannot be real, because it 

violates natural laws” or “the miracle cannot be real because it misunderstood a natural 
event”

d. Refutation takes the form “God made the natural laws and can change them at his will” 
and “God’s revealed will is accurate, however much man may misunderstand of the 
world around him.”

2. Worked example: Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen 19)

3. Elijah and the drought (1 Kings 17-18)

4. Ten Plagues (Ex 7-13)

5. Crossing of the Red Sea (Ex 14)

6. Moses as a leader

7. Philistines capture the ark (1 Sam 5-7:2) 
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