
Review:

 The nature of sin:
o Defined in opposition to God
o Presents itself as a benefit to the sinner
o Leads to destruction
o Loves company

 Effects of sin:
o Enslaves the sinner
o Brings the sinner low – in God’s esteem, intellectually, into affliction, into melancholy, 

into spiritual plagues, into temptation, into despair
o Ends in death

Grace – Its Nature:

 Definition – unmerited favor from God to man
o Exclusively from the character of God
o All favor from God is unmerited – Luke 17:10
o Typically subdivided into Common and Saving grace

 Common grace – shared by all people in differing degrees
o Offered by God to confirm the unelect in rebellion and bring the elect to repentance – 

Rom 2:3-5
o Consists of:

 Delay of just punishment – Gen 4:9-12
 Restraint of sin – Rom 1:18-32
 Knowledge from the general revelation concerning God and His law – Ps 19:1-6

o Is removable
o Does NOT consist of:

 Orienting the heart towards God – Gen 4:13-14
 Communing with God – Ps 51:12-19
 Lasting blessings in eternity unless accompanied by Saving grace – 1 Sam 2:22-

25
 Saving grace – specific to God’s people

o Offered only to God’s elect, and that effectually – Rom 9:15-18
o Is not removable
o Consists of:

 The Holy Spirit orients the heart towards God and thus breaking the power of 
reigning sin – Eph 2:1-5, Is 6:3-7

 The giving of the Holy Spirit to instruct and indwell us – John 14:15-17, Rom 
8:6-11

 The conviction of specific sin and persuasion to repentance with ability to 
succeed - John 21:15-17, 2 Sam 12:12-13

 The Holy Spirit communicates to us the means of Grace – Rom 8:26-30, Eph 
6:10-20

 Word, sacraments, prayer



Course Outline:

1. Sin – Its nature
2. Sin – Its effects
3. Grace – Its nature
4. Means of Grace – Scripture
5. Means of Grace – Prayer
6. Means of Grace – Sacraments 
7. Common Sins – Failure to honor superiors
8. Common Sins – Failure to honor equals and subordinates
9. Common Sins – Sexual impurity
10. Common Sins – Violation of the Sabbath 


