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I. What is baptism? (Paragraph 1)
a. a sacrament ordained by Jesus Christ (Matt. 28:19-20)
b. a solemn admission into the visible church (1 Cor. 12:13)
c. a sign and seal

i. of the covenant of grace (Rom. 4:11; Col. 2:11-12)
ii. of the ingrafting into Christ (Gal. 3:27)

iii. of regeneration (Titus 3:4-6)
iv. of remission of sins (Mark 1:4; 1 Peter 3:21)
v. of holy living (Rom. 6:4)

II. How is baptism to be administered? (Paragraphs 2-3)
a. a washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
b. performed by a minister
c. by pouring/sprinkling water 

i. the word baptism can, but does not necessarily, mean immerse…in fact, many Scriptural 
examples point in another direction (see the “baptisms” of the OT, described in Hebrews 
9:9b-14)

ii. a picture of the cleansing effected by sprinkled blood of Jesus and the outpoured Spirit 
(Ezek. 36:24-27; Isa. 52:14-15a; Acts 2:33-39)

1. A.A. Hodge: “Baptism with water symbolizes baptism by the Holy Ghost. But 
baptism by the Holy Ghost unites us to Christ, and makes us one with him in his 
death, in his resurrection, in his new life unto God, his righteousness, his 
inheritance, etc., etc., Spiritual baptism carries all these consequences, and water 
baptism represents spiritual baptism; therefore, we are said to be baptized into 
Christ, into his death, into one body—to be buried with him, to rise with him, so 
as to walk with him in newness of life—to put on Christ (as a garment), to be 
planted together with him (as a tree), etc. None of these have anything to do with 
the mode of baptism, because it is simply absurd to suppose that the same action 
can at the same time symbolize things so different as burial, putting on clothes, 
and planting trees. The real order is: washing with water represents washing of the
Spirit; washing of the Spirit unites to Christ; union with Christ involves all the 
consequences above mentioned.” (Hodge, The Westminster Confession, 342)

iii. immersion unnecessary but valid, insofar as it too is a washing with water in the name of 
the triune God intended to signify and seal the benefits of the covenant of grace to the 
baptized

III. Who is to be baptized? (Paragraph 4)
a. adults professing faith in Christ (Acts 2:41)
b. infants of at least one professing parent

i. grounded in the covenant (Gen. 17:7-10; Gal. 3:9; Acts 2:38-39)
ii. parallel to circumcision (Col. 2:11-12)

iii. evident in household baptisms (1 Cor. 7:14; Acts; 16:14-15; Acts. 16:30-34)
iv. demonstrative of Christ’s disposition towards children (Luke 18:15-16)



IV. Why does baptism matter? (Paragraphs 5-6)
a. it is a sin to neglect it (Exod. 4:24-26)

i. yet, it is not necessary for salvation (Rom. 4:10-11)
ii. yet, it does not automatically effect regeneration

b. God really gives the grace signified and sealed in the sacrament to those who receive it by 
faith…even if not immediately (John 3:8; Gal. 3:27)

i. James Ussher: “We know that an estate may be made unto an Infant, and in his infancy 
he has right unto it, though not actual possession of it until such years. Now the time of 
the child’s incapability, the use and comfort of this estate is lost indeed; but the right and 
title is not vain and empty, but true and real, and stands firmly secured unto the child to 
be claimed what time soever he is capable of it. Even so Infants elect have Christ and all 
his benefits sealed up unto them in the Sacrament of Baptism; yet through their 
incapableness they have not actual fruition of them, until God give them actual faith to 
apprehend them. Is Baptism lost then which is administered in our infancy? Was it a vain 
and an empty Ceremony? No, it was a complete and effectual Sacrament; and God’s 
invisible graces were truly sealed up under visible signs. And though the use and the 
comfort of Baptism be not for the present enjoyed by the Infant; yet by the parent it is, 
who believes God’s promises for himself and for his seed, and so by the whole 
Congregation: and the things then done shall be actually effectual to the Infant, when 
ever it shall be capable to make use of them.” (Ussher, Body of Divinity, quoted in J.V. 
Fesko, Word, Water, and Spirit, 126)

1. See WLC 167 on “improving” our baptism.

V. How many times should one be baptized? (Paragraph 7)
a. once: initiation into the visible church occurs only once


