WCF Chapter 10 — Of Effectual Calling

.. All those whom God hath predestinated unto life,
and those only, he 1s pleased, in his appomted and
accepted time, effectually to call,2 by his Word and
Spirit,b out of that state of sin and death, in which
they are by nature, to grace and salvation, by Jesus
Christ;¢ enlightening their minds spiritually and
savingly to understand the things of God,d taking
away their heart of stone, and giving unto them a
heart of flesh;¢ renewing their wills, and, by his
almighty power, determining them to that which 1s
good,! and effectually drawing them to Jesus
Christ:8 yet so, as they come most freely, being
made willing by his grace.h

a. Acts 13:48. And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and
glorfied the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to
eternal life believed.

Rom. 8:28, 30. And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose.... Moreover whom he did pre- destinate, them he also called:
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glonfied.

Rom. 11:7. What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh
for; but the election hath obtained 1it, and the rest were blinded.

Eph. 1:5, 11. ... having predestinated us unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will....
in whom also we have obtained an inhertance, being predestinated
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according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the
counsel of his own will.

2 Tim. 1:9-10. ... who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us 1in Christ Jesus before the world began, but 1s
now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel.

b. 2 Thess. 2:13-14. But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for
you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit
and belief of the truth: whereunto he called you by our gospel, to
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

James 1:18. Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

2 Cor. 3:3, 6. Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle
of Christ ministered by us, written not with ik, but with the Spirit of
the living God; not 1n tables of stone, but 1n fleshy tables of the heart....
who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the
letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.

1 Cor. 2:12. Now we have received, not the spint of the world, but the
spirit which 1s of God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God.

c. 2 Tim. 1:9-10. ... who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began, but 1s now made manifest by the appearing of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought
life and immortality to hight through the gospel.
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1 Pet. 2:9. But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.

Rom. 8:2. For the law of the Spint of life in Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and death.

Eph. 2:1-10. And you hath he quickened, who were dead in tres-
passes and sins; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course
of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spint
that now worketh 1n the children of disobedience: among whom also
we all had our conversation in times past i the lusts of our flesh,
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature
the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who 1s rich 1n mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead 1n
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace 1 his kindness toward us through Christ
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: 1t 1s the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk 1n them.

d. Acts 26:18. [I send thee| to open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive forgiveness of sins, and mheritance among them which
are sanctified by faith that 1s in me.

1 Cor. 2:10, 12. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.... Now we have
recerved, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which 1s of God; that we
might know the things that are freely given to us of God.

Eph. 1:17-18. ... that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of

glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation n the
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knowledge of him: the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that
ye may know what 1s the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance n the saints.

2 Cor. 4:6. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,

hath shined 1 our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God 1n the face of Jesus Christ.

e. Ezek. 36:26. A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put
within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you an heart of flesh.

f. Ezek. 11:19. And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit
within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give
them an heart of flesh.

Deut. 30:6. And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the

heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with
all thy soul, that thou mayest live.

Ezek. 36:27. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

John 3:5. Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

Titus 3:5. Not by works of righ- teousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost.

1 Pet. 1:23. ... being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
mcorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

g. John 6:44-45. No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day. It 1s written 1n
the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.



WCF Chapter 10 — Of Effectual Calling

Acts 16:14. And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.

h. Ps. 110:3. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the
beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of
thy youth.

John 6:37. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that

cometh to me I will 1n no wise cast out.

Matt. 11:28. Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 1
will give you rest.

Rev. 22:17. And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that 1s athirst come. And whosoever will,
let him take the water of life freely.

Rom. 6:16-18. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were the
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteous- ness.

Eph. 2:8. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: 1t 1s the gift of God.

Phal. 1:29. For unto you it i1s given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.
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2. 'This effectual call 1s of God’s free and special grace

alone, not from anything at all foreseen in man,!
who 1s altogether passive therein, until, being

quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit,k he is
thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace

the grace offered and conveyed in it.|

1. 2 Tim. 1:9. ... who hath saved us, and called us with an holy
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given us i Christ Jesus before the
world began.

Eph. 2:8-9. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: 1t 1s the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should
boast.

Rom. 9:11. ... (for the children being not yet born, neither hav- ing
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election
might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) ...

k. 1 Cor. 2:14. But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritu- ally discerned.

Rom. 8:7-9. Because the carnal mind 1s enmity against God: for it 1s not
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are 1n
the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spinit,
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now 1f any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he 1s none of his.

Titus 3:4-5. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.
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1. John 6:37. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.

Ezek. 36:27. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

1 John 5:1. Whosoever believeth that Jesus 1s the Christ 1s born of God:
and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that 1s begotten
of him. Cf. 1 John 3:9.

5. Elect infants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and
saved by Christ, through the Spirit,mm who worketh

when, and where, and how he pleaseth:11 so also are
all other elect persons who are uncapable of being

outwardly called by the ministry of the Word.o

m. Gen. 17:7. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and
thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a
God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.

Luke 18:15-16. And they brought unto him also infants, that he would
touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus

called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of such 1s the kingdom of God.

Acts 2:39. For the promise 1s unto you, and to your children, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

John 3:8, 5. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God....
Jesus an- swered, Verily, vernly, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
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1 John 5:12. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life. See Luke 1:15.

n. John 3:8. The wind bloweth where 1t listeth, and thou hearest the

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 1t cometh, and whither 1t goeth:
so 1s every one that 1s born of the Spirit.

0.John 16:7-8. Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It 1s expedient for you
that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send him unto you. And when he 1s come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.

1 John 5:12. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son
of God hath not life.

Acts 4:12. Neither 1s there salvation 1in any other: for there 1s none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

4. Others, not elected, although they may be called by
the minustry of the Word, and may have some

common operations of the Spirit,q yet they never
truly come unto Christ, and therefore cannot be

saved:I much less can men, not professing the
Christian religion, be saved 1n any other way
whatsoever, be they never so diligent to frame their
lives according to the light of nature, and the laws of
that religion they do profess.s And, to assert and
maintain that they may, 1s very pernicious, and to be

detested.t
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p. Matt. 13:14-15. And in them 1s fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which
saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye
shall see, and shall not perceive.

Acts 28:24. And some believed the things which were spoken, and some
believed not. Cf. Acts 13:48.

Matt. 22:14. For many are called, but few are chosen.

q. Matt. 13:20-21. But he that received the seed into stony places, the
same 1s he that heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth 1it; yet hath
he not root in him- self, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he 1s offended.

Matt. 7:22. Many will say to me 1 that day, LLord, Lord, have we not
prophesied n thy name? and n thy name have cast out devils? and 1n thy
name done many wonderful works?

Heb. 6:4-5. For 1t 1s impossible for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy
Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the
world to come ...

r.John 6:37, 64-66. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and
him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.... But there are some of
you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were
that believed not, and who should betray him. And he said, Therefore
said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto
him of my Father. From that time many of his disciples went back, and
walked no more with him.

John 8:44. Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye
will do. He was a murderer from the begin- ning, and abode not in the
truth, because there 1s no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he 1s a har, and the father of it.
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John 13:18. I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that
the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up
his heel against me. Cf. John 17:12.

s. Acts 4:12. Neither 1s there salvation 1 any other: for there 1s none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

1 John 4:2-3. Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesseth that Jesus Christ 1s come 1n the flesh 1s of God: and every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ 1s come 1n the flesh 1s not of God:
and this 1s that spirt of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 1s very
pernicious, and to be detested.t should come; and even now already is it
in the world.

2 John 9. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth 1n the doctrine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son.

John 14:6. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Eph. 2:12-13. ... that at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God 1n the world: but now 1n
Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made migh by the blood of

Christ.

John 4:22. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for
salvation 1s of the Jews.

John 17:3. And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Rom. 10:13-17. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not

believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
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preach, except they be sent? as 1t 1s written, How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good
things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord,
who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God.

t. 2 John 9-11. Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth 1n the doctrine of Christ, he hath
both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God
speed: for he that biddeth him God speed 1s partaker of his evil deeds.

1 Cor. 16:22. If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
Anathema Maranatha.

Gal. 1:6-8. I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you
mto the grace of Christ unto another gospel: which 1s not another; but
there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

This chapter might more understandably be identified if its
title were something like Of Salvation, or How God Planned
to Save Those Given to Be the Bride of His Son.

In any case, this chapter opens with the salvo of the Sovereign
outworkings of God to bring about the salvation of a fallen
and rebellious race.

We are immediately exposed to the idea that this plan of
action is based on what has eternally been in the mind of
God, and explains how all this is based in His sovereign
choosing of, not the race in its totality, but of targeted
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individuals selected out of that totality and appointed to
comprise the body and bride of Christ.

This topic, indeed this plan to save, proceeds naturally
enough from the earlier chapter that showed all mankind in
total was lost to God by willful rebellion and so dead in
trespasses and sin, which if left to man, would have left no fit
persons to be a suitable bride to His holy Son.

Remembering that the fall left men dead in sin, and as dead.
wholly incapable of repairing the breech, no solution lay
open to mere man to bring about a reconciliation between
man and God. Man’s predicament was impossibly
irremediable, given the infinite debt he owed to God, his
complete moral and spiritual impoverishment, and most
decisively, the enmity toward God that held him captive,
being totally averse to even having a desire to approach God,
or even to retain Him in his knowledge. So if there were to
be any subjects to be the bride of Christ, there remained only
God Himself, possessed of infinite wisdom and power to effect
a change in man.

Which brings us to a word which appears in the title of this
chapter - effect (or in its adjectival form, effectual).

In the sense used here: Effect - the power to produce or bring
about a desired result. We've just said that man could not
bring about (or effect) his reconciliation, so that effect cannot
come from man. Man is morally and spiritually dead and
thus has no capital with which to pay the debt (the wages of
sin is death) and no inclination to even make the attempt (
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there is...none that seeketh after God Romans 3:11). So
again, the enormity of the offense, the due punishment for his
treason, the moral bankruptcy from which to operate - the
complete absence of desire even to seek restitution or
reconciliation - the condition of man is one where only the
offended party - God Himself - has the wherewithal to effect
the needed change in fallen man’s estate.

We have another word to add to our vocabulary in this study
- predestinated. This word has caused much consternation in
the Church through the ages. It is, however, unavoidably
before us as it appears multiple times in God’s inspired,
infallible word. To be true to God, we must therefore
honestly, and with integrity handle its presence in His word
and in so doing, discover something about God Himself and
His intentions with man.

If we are to retain God as He is self-revealed in Scripture, we
must attribute to Him an absolute Sovereignty over all things.
Among these things over which He must be recognized as
sovereign, is not only the wide creation, but the smallest
conceivable subatomic particles, all energies, all living
creatures, heavenly and earthly, over time itself (an object
coincident with creation), and every attendant aspect of all
those things together with all their interrelations - all of
which must serve His eternal and unchanging purpose.

A God who is not sovereign over all, is not God at all.
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Any doctrinal position which would depict God subjecting
His own infinitely good and wise will to the creature’s will,
especially one that lives all his life in rebellion against him,
that doctrine is to be abjured on all pretenses.

I call your attention to a previous study relative to the fall of
man and ask you to recall that it was at this one issue that was
the occasion for man’s radical fall, and the reason for coming
under God’s curse. Man took it upon himself to challenge
God’s sovereignty. Man attempted to assume sovereignty for
himself, and wrest it from his Creator. This struggle
continues in the heart of every man born of Adam’s race - the
attempt to deny God His rightful supremacy and sovereignty -
at bedrock, this is the essence of sin.

Therefore, it should surprise no Biblically literate person, that
man, with his fallen, and innately twisted will, that he
continues to resist God, even to the point of refusing to
attribute sovereignty to Him in the matter of his salvation. As
it was once expressed to me, the will of man is so intractably
proud that he fights to retain some involvement, some
contribution to his own salvation. In the vein of the poet
Henley, man holds his will unconquerable as he foolishly
shouts, I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my
soul.

As this chapter directs our attention to calling, we must
examine the subject in light of its use in Scripture. Our
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Reformed forebears found two significant senses in which
God calls men. These two are given the names, a General
Call, and an Effectual Call.

We should understand the General Call as all proclamation of
the gospel as it goes out to all men indiscriminately.

The Effectual call is coincident with the General Call, but is
uniquely accompanied by the spiritual awakening, or new
birth worked in the hearts of those given by Divine Decree of
the Father to the Son to save. It involves a new heart,
promised by prophesy, likewise a new spirit is given, whereby
that person is made new, spiritually awakened and his will is
renewed so that the person is now spiritually alive to God, so
that, instead of a life hostile to God, now loves Him, repents
of his sin, and receives by the attendant gift of faith, Christ
and all His saving benefits. All of these powerful changes
taken together are what is referred to by God’s Effectual Call
and this is worked directly into the life of the sinner chosen
from eternity by the Holy Spirit of God in God’s good time.

As a backdrop, we need be reminded from previous lessons
what the estate of man was as a result of his fall into sin. He
was made to suffer spiritual death as an outworking of God’s
promise in the event that man chose to disobey His
command. This spiritual death left man blind to all things
spiritual (John 3:3; 1 For. 2:14) and he regards all such as
foolishness. In addition it has left the natural man’s mind and
his conscience darkened and defiled so that those faculties no
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longer operate as they should (Titus 1:15). Indeed because the
bent of their hearts, their thoughts were only evil continually
(Gen. 6:5). Indeed, this corruption left man so debauched
that he would rather give worship to creatures than to the

true God. There is none left with the capacity to understand
or seek after God (Romans 3:11).

All these things related to man’s fallen condition taken into
consideration, it becomes evident that even when a person
comes under the hearing of the gospel, it will fall on deaf ears
and blinded eyes and a stoney, dead heart. This summary
depicts for us what takes place when the General Call goes
out which beckons men to repent of their sin and turn to
Christ in faith, which some would have him seeking what he
cannot make proper sense of, and which he regards as
foolishness, and for which he finds repulsive due to the
enmity that remains in him. Make the summons of the
preacher ever so sweet and compelling or ever so hot and
foreboding, he cannot, he will not come to Christ - unless...

Unless there be a Divine, irresistible and effectual operation
upon man’s heart to enliven him, giving him spiritual eyes
that see, spiritual ears that hear - i.e. spiritual faculties of
perception and understanding - and which takes away the
heart hardened and stone-like toward God, against whom he
now comes to realize the wicked offensiveness of his sinful
life, involving the added divine gift of repentance for his sin,
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and finally also given the gift of faith by which to embrace
the gracious gift of God’s Son, and with Him all graces which
effect his conversion to God. This then is the operation of the
Effectual Call of God which accompanies the outward or
General Call of the gospel in the lives of the elect. We see
here the absolute necessity of God’s direct intervention on
behalf of the elect, or heaven would be empty of men and
there would be no bride for the Son of God.

The faulty presentation of Christ’s cross-work as merely
making salvation a mere possibility for man depending on his
free (autonomously free) choice — which in effect would
render man only savable, and not actually saved is no solution
at all to man’s desperately helpless condition of being dead in
sin - a man so dead to God that he is actually busy running in
revulsion away from Him. The dead man cannot bear to hear
the demands of the gospel to repent and turn to God by faith
in Christ. He cannot bear the light of the gospel, he prefers
his darkness. (John 3:19-20). In addition to the graces above
mentioned, God’s saving operation also involves a release
from the bondage his will was subjected, from one of hatred
to now one with the vision capable of seeing the sweetness of
the Savior, readily desiring and now freely choosing to flee
from his sin to Christ to be made truly free indeed. As a part
of the salvation we are in need of, and which God powerfully
applies to our spiritually-dead-men’s souls, is a restoration of
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moral freedom to choose the right in regard to God’s revealed
will.

The Effectual Call of God in the gospel of His Son calls
spiritually dead men to resurrection new life, while releasing
them from their bondage to sin which had hitherto directed
all the choices of their will - leaving them free to choose for
Christ and His gracious salvation, which now he finds as
something understandable, agreeable, desirable, and as a thing
for which they are willing to sacrifice all to gain at any cost.

It needs to be pointed out that this Effectual Call is an
exercise of divine power no less than what we have in the
creation account of Genesis, where God speaks, or calls, all
things into existence which prior to the call had no existence.
We find Paul extolling the efficacy of divine power in such
occasions as creation from nothing in the beginning, and in
using Abraham and Sarah’s relative deadness according to age
to bring about the blessing of salvation to all peoples through
a promised seed, Jew and Gentile alike, wherein God brings to
life that which was dead and calls those things which be not
as though they were. (Rom. 4:17)

I would have you notice, as we speak of this power of God
operative in the Effectual Call, as we read through the Bible,
we can see a pattern, that this is the normal way of God’s
working. In Genesis, as we mentioned above, it was God’s
speaking, or we might say, the use of His voice, that brought
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everything into existence. In this book of beginnings - we
should train our minds to expect that God’s workings here,
will give us insight of future workings going forward through
redemptive history.

Moving on from the creation account where God’s voice calls
everything into existence to the fall incident in the garden,
we see God taking the initiative to seek out his sinful
creatures and His voice is heard again, this time calling man,
now dead in sin, out of hiding and beginning the work of
redemption by pronouncing the means by which He will save
them by the promised seed of the woman. This pattern
repeats when Abraham is called out of pagan Ur to take his
journey to a place where He can have Jehovah to be his God
and is given the promise of a seed which will fill and bless the
earth. But God does so by speaking a promise to two an
couple so advanced in years as essentially dead as far as
childbearing years — but again we see God calling life out of
death. Again with Rebekah, with a dead womb, but again
God calls forth life, and we have Jacob. We can skip forward
to the slavery of Egypt — God calls them out, as was promised
to Joseph. When the Israelites repeatedly forsake God for
idols and their hearts become essentially dead to God, He in
His covenant faithfulness sends prophets to call the remnant
back to Himself. So without belaboring the point — our God is
a calling God, and in His calling He brings to fruition (effect —
effectual) whatsoever He has decreed.
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I will wrap this up with one pair of verses, again dealing with
the effectual call of God where again He calls life from the
dead.

“Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they
that hear shall live.” (John 5:25)

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that
are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth;

they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and

they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
” (John 5:28-29)

Summary

“Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby,
convincing us of our sin and misery, enlightening our minds in
the knowledge of Christ, and renewing our wills, he doth
persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ freely offered
to us in the gospel” (Shorter Catechism, Question 31). By the
regenerating work of His Spirit, God the Father irresistibly
summons, normally in connection with the church’s
proclamation of the gospel, the elect sinner into the fellowship
with, and into the kingdom of, His Son Jesus Christ. His call is
rendered effectual by the quickening work of the Spirit of God
the Father and God the Son in the hearts of the elect.
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By the Spirit’s regenerating work, the elect sinner (1) is made
spiritually alive, thereby opening and favorably disposing him to
the things of the Spirit, which were foolishness to him before (1
Cor. 2:14). (2) is convinced of his sin, (3) is enlightened to the
all-sufficiency of the Savior Jesus Christ as he is offered in the
gospel, and (4) is renewed in his will, rendering him thereby
willing (no sinner is brought to Christ against his willl) and able
to embrace Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord. In other words,
the Spirit’s work makes the sinner willing and able to repent
and to believe, but his repenting and believing per se are not
aspects of the effectual call which, taken together, are
indicative of his conversion.



