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LAST LESSON: DW I. Principles of Public Worship 

Public—not just private or implicit—worship is instituted by God, owed by all men, and part of Sabbath-keeping. 

Public worship is a meeting between God and his covenant people (even, a covenant renewal) mediated by Christ. 

It must be reverent about God’s nearness, humble about his justice, joyful about his grace, and focused on his glory. 

Public worship among the Reformed is bravely simple: limited to biblical “elements”  and reliant on Christ’s Spirit. 

C. The Parts of Public Worship 

 1. worship is a meeting (per I.B.2) and hence a dialogue (from God, to God), using a “representative voice” 

  a. God speaks: call to worship, salutation/benediction, reading/preaching word, giving sacraments 

  b. we respond: prayer, song, offerings, confessions, and how we receive the word and sacraments 

  c. God’s speaking and ours should alternate (since public worship is a conversation) 

 2. we are active throughout (as is God), not passive spectators; so engage everyone, maybe via “amens” 

 3. sequencing worship: we have liberty, but use broad biblical values, including reverence and orderliness 

  a. consider scriptural and historical precedent, in pursuit of meaningful experience for church 

  b. consider timing: avoid “disproportionate ordinances” and services “too short or too tedious” 

 4. worship space ideally reinforces principles: font, table, prominent pulpit in front; musicians with people 

Public worship is overseen locally by a session, but its contents are normally planned and led by a minister. 

Exceptions may be made for licentiates and ruling elders to lead, but not benedictions, salutations, or sacraments. 

 
DW II. Elements of Ordinary Public Worship 

A. The Part from God to the People 

 1. The Call to Worship 

  a. show God’s initiative; use God’s own words; ordinarily by minister (God’s “representative voice”) 

  b. ideally congregation responds with Scripture or song or prayer 

 2. The Public Reading of God’s Word 

  a. chief means of grace, so take care: ordinarily by minister, no interjections, using good translation 

  b. ideally Old Testament and New Testament included each Lord’s Day, and God’s Law frequently 

  c. responsive and unison readings are different; they are people’s expression to God, not vice-versa 

 3. The Preaching of God’s Word 

  a. indispensable, powerful means of grace, so take care: Bible text, not human ideas; set forth Christ 

  b. preparing and delivering sermons 

• preacher must be prayerful and diligent, every time 

• preacher should expound and apply a chosen text, not use it as mere point of departure 

• preacher should be clear and simple; dependent on Spirit; concerned with faith and duty 

• preach to saints and lost; emphasize grace; use “whole counsel”; warn against sins, errors 

  c. session must guard the pulpit from unsound men [cf. I.D.2; also relevant to guests, scandals] 

 4. The Sacraments: for visible church’s worship; so, officer-overseen, minister-dispensed, corporate only 

 5. Blessings 

  a. pronounced in God’s name, using God’s words, only by minister, only in gathering of the church 

  b. salutation: God greets worshipers; best used before or after a call to worship, using NT epistles 

  c. benediction: God blesses people at end of worship: Num. 6 or 2 Cor. 13 are best but not necessary 



B. The Part from the People to God 

 1. Public Prayer 

  a, b. an essential element of public worship; ideally, members also pray silently before service starts 

  c. leader should pray audibly, clearly, for the people (in plural), after preparing himself beforehand 

  d. ideally, intercession is by congregation’s pastor or elder (cf. shepherding), even if guest preacher 

  e. ideally, have a prayer of approach/adoration/invocation early in the service 

  f. major genres of prayer, and various subjects of prayer, should be included throughout the service 

  g. ideally, any prayer of confession will precede or follow a reading of God’s Law 

  h, i. ideally, offertory prayer accompanies an offering; illumination prayer (by preacher) a sermon 

  j, k. may use unison prayers (e.g., Lord’s Prayer) but beware ritualism; ideally, use a unison “amen” 

 2. Congregational Singing 

  a. importance and meaning: “practice and cultivate”; every member participating; sincere 

  b. contents: serve God’s worship and church’s edification, not our entertainment or pride 

  c. ideally, sing biblical Psalms frequently and hymns that “respond to full scope of divine revelation” 

  d. words and tunes should match each other, suit worship, and fit their place within the service 

  e. musical accompaniment can assist congregation’s worship; only Christians may supply it 

 3. Public Confession of Faith: individual (i.e., member vows) or corporate (“using creeds true to the word”) 

 4. The Bringing of Offerings 

  a. solemn act of worship, brought by us “living sacrifices”; all (including children) should take part 

  b. pastor should cultivate stewardship and generous giving as part of proclaiming “whole counsel” 

  c. offerings should be used for biblical purposes (worship, missions, mercy, etc.) 

   • church offerings should not transmitted to non-church ministries 

   • session should evaluate—and possibly return—designated gifts from donors 

  d. ideally, diaconal offerings (for “Christian love” and “ministry of mercy”) follow the Lord’s Supper 

 

FINAL LESSON: Directory for Public Worship III-V (pp. 141-168) and Suggested Forms (pp. 181-211) 

 


